CHAPTER XI
SPECIAL  PROBLEMS OF  THE  LATER
PRESCHOOL  PERIOD
A very real problem is that of overemphasizing children's'
difficulties in sleeping, eating, and the like. Overattention
may be worse than no attention. Some difficulties are caused
by too much training, while others are caused by lack of
training.
Some problems of nursery school children are more sig-
nificant for personality development than others. Blatz and
Griffen l found in comparing the case histories of sixty mal-
adjusted children less than six years old with sixty apparently
well-adjusted children of the same ages that faulty bladder
training, sleeping difficulties, inadequate development of
self-assertion and self-negation, and unsuitable home disci-
pline were commonly associated with maladjustment, but not
with good adjustment. Thumb-sucking, nail biting, other
habit tics, and delayed speech seemed to affect the total
personality less than the factors just mentioned. What is.
problem behavior to an adult is frequently the child's sincere
but ineffectual attempt to find a way out of >a difficult situa-
tion. Much of the behavior which the adult considers anti-
social in a child is due to his lack of experience and skills.
It has always been a mystery to parents why one of their
children turns out good and the other turns out bad, or in
other words, why one child develops one kind of behavior
and the other child a quite different pattern in what appears
to be an identical environment. Actually, however, there is
no such thing as an identical environment for any two
individuals. Each child stands in his own individual, dy-
*W, E, Blatz and J. D. M. Griffen, An Evaluation of the Case Histories
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